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THE  AMERICA!'  AMBASSADOR  IN  JAPAN  (GREW)  TO  THE 
JAPANESE  MINISTER  FOP.  FOREIGN  -AFFAIRS  (MATSUOKA) 


Excerpt. 

Fo.  1714  TOKYO,  December  17,  1940 

EXCELL'  JCY:  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  the  attention  of  Your 
Excellency  to  the  fact  that  on  November  15  an  oral  statement  was 
left  with  Hr.  Terazaki  as  from  the  American  Ambassador  to  the 
Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  stating  that,  according  to  information 
from  the  American  Consul  at  Hanoi,  certain  merchandise  owned  by 
American  interests  was  being  refused  re-export  permits  from  Indochina 
by  the  Indochinese  authorities,  chiefly  as  a  result  of  Japanese 
pressure  brought  upon  those  ruthor  itios. 

On  November  30,  in  a  conversation  with  Your  Excellency,  I  made 
furthor  representations  in  this  matter,  repeating  those  made  on 
November  15. 
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CR.lL  STATEMENT  BY  TEE  AMERICAN  AK3ASSADOR  (CKp) 

TO  THE  JAPANESE  MINISTER  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (MATSU OKA) 


Referring  to  the  American  Ambassador1  a  note  to  His  Excellency 
the  Imperial  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  no.  1714  dated  December 
17,  1940,  relating  to  the  interference  by  the  Indochinese  authorities, 
chiefly  as  a  result  of  Japanese  pressure  brought  upon  those 
authorities,  with  the  shipments  of  American  owned  goods  and  merchan¬ 
dise,  the  American  Ambassador  is  nov  instructed  to  express  to  ..is 
Excellency  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  the  opinion  that  it 
would  not* be  consistent  with  human iter ian  considerations  to 
interfere  with  the  movement  of  supplies  of  the  Red  Crocs  at  present 
in  Indochina,  in  addition  to  being  unwarranted  on  other  grounds. 

At  least  a  part  of  the  Red  Cross  supplies  under  referenco,  inciden- 
tally,  was  made  possible  by  the  contributions  of  American  citizens. 
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